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Multi-tiered
Not just centralised
Not duplicating other organisations

National
Sectoral
Regional
Sub-regional / local

UK approach to cluster activity



Different motivations

Profile/Image (including careers)

Commercial – mainly regional

Political influence



Sea Vision UK – profile, promotion and 
careers

Cluster Activity



Take a fresh look at the sea



Campaign objectives

Raise profile of the sea and maritime 
activities with general public

Target awareness among the young

Provide direction and co-ordination for 
education and careers activity

Promote partner co-operation



Sea Vision Newsletter



www.seavisionuk.org

15,000 unique users each month
100,000 page hits each month

http://www.seavisionuk.org/


Education Resources



Events 
listing



Tall Ships Race 
Liverpool 2008



Statistics Leaflet

Widely quoted in 
Westminster and 
Brussels

£40bn (€50BN) 
turnover for maritime 
sector



Maritime Magazine

Over 350,000 copies  
distributed to date 

Case-study based 

Includes all maritime 
courses in UK 
colleges and 
universities



Action Packs
Sponsored by Trinity House

Link to specific key stages in 
the curriculum

Signpost to careers, colleges 
and Sea Vision



Sea Vision Photo Competition

Sponsored

Prizes
• a cruise for 20 on a Thames Barge 
• three Nikon D40 digital SLR cameras

Categories
• Commercial

 
– eg ships, oil rigs,

fishing vessels, ports and harbours
• Leisure

 
– eg sailing, surfing, beach

games, aquariums, diving
• Maritime Heritage and Coasts



BBC “Coast”



Sea Vision UK – profile, promotion and 
careers

“Maritime UK” – informal policy 
representation across whole cluster

Cluster Activity



Political influence
→ “Maritime UK”

Commercial cluster network at national 
level on policy 

Exchanges on sectoral/regional issues 

Joint action when value – big picture only

Informal network – not separate 
organisation



Organic build-up of cross-sector working

First projects – Marine Bill
–

 
EU Green Paper

“Maritime UK”  –  Action



Sea Vision UK – profile, promotion and 
careers

“Maritime UK” – informal policy 
representation across whole cluster

One Voice – policy and political, uniting
shipping, ports, and business services

Cluster Activity



One Voice initiative

British
Ports
Association



One Voice initiative
Maritime services cluster – shipping,  
ports and maritime business – acting 
together on key issues

Forum for regular exchanges and joint 
policy-making

Build greater political footprint

Increase effectiveness and co-ordinate 
professional resources
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